Title: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR A UNIFIED AND 

BLENDED SEARCH 
Inventors: Oliver Hurst-Hiller; et al. 

Express Mail No.: EL 974 022 405 US 
DocketNo.: MSFT121739 



102 



1/8 

















□a j 



104 









USER DEVICE 



USER DEVICE 

i L 



106 



112 



UNIFIED SEARCH 
ENTRY INTERFACE 

"WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING 
FOR TODAY?" 



116 




NAVIGATION/ 
CONTEXT 
DATA 



114 



USER 
PREFERENCES 



T 



INDEX 



120 



LOCAL 
DATA 
RESOURCES 



122 



NON-LOCAL 

DATA 
RESOURCES 



UNIFIED 
SEARCH 
CLIENT 



123 

S ! 




SEA, 
RESI 


RCH 

JLTS 



124 



LOCAL 
AUTOMATED 
RELEVANCE 

_ DATA , 

^ 



118A 



118B 



NON-LOCAL 
AUTOMATED 
RELEVANCE 
DATA 



BLENDED SEARCH 
RESULTS PAGE 



126 



USER 
DEVICES 
102/104 



Fig.l. 



Title: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR A UNIFIED AND 

BLENDED SEARCH 
Inventors: Oliver Hurst-Hiller; et al. 

Express Mail No.: EL 974 022 405 US 
Docket No.: MSFTI21739 



2/8 



120 



108, 



122 



LOCAL RESOURCES 



HARD 
DRIVE 
202 



EMAIL 
204 



WEB 
CACHE 
206 




PHOTOS/ 
IMAGES 
208 






MUSIC 
210 




OFFICE 
DOCS 
212 



NON-LOCAL RESOURCES 

-214 




INTERNET 




216 



INTRANET 




218 



LAN 



NAVIGATION/ 
CONTEXT 
DATA 



SEARCH TERM 
QUERY 



no 



116 



INDEX 



UNIFIED 
SEARCH 
CLIENT 



124 



114 



USER 
PREFERENCES 



BLENDED 
RESULTS 
PAGE 



118A 



LOCAL 
AUTOMATED 
RELEVANCE 
DATA 



118B 



NON-LOCAL 
AUTOMATED 
RELEVANCE 
DATA 



Fig.2. 



Title: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR A UNIFIED AND 

BLENDED SEARCH 
Inventors: Oliver Hurst-Hiller; et al. 

Express Mail No.: EL 974 022 405 US 
Docket No.: MSFT121739 



3/8 



102/104 



USER DEVICE 



OPERATING 
SYSTEM 



304 



NETWORK 
INTERFACE 



306- 



PROCESSOR 



308 



MEMORY 



110 





UNIFIED SEARCH CLIENT 


31<L^ 


312^ 






RESOURCE 
RELEVANCE 
PROCESS 




INDEXING 
PROCESS 




314^ 


— » 


316. 




SEARCH 
UNIFICATION 
PROCESS 




RESULT 
BLENDING 
PROCESS 















Fig.3, 



Title: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR A UNIFIED AND 

BLENDED SEARCH 
Inventors: Oliver Hurst-Hiller; et al. 

Express Mail No.: EL 974 022 405 US 
Docket No.: MSFT121739 



4/8 

402 
(^STARTJ 



UNIFIED SEARCH 
CLIENT 

110 



404 

2- 



SEARCH 
REQUEST 



DISPLAY 
UNIFIED 
SEARCH ENTRY 
INTERFACE 
TO USER 



406 



118 



LOCAL AND 
NON-LOCAL 

AUTO- 
RELEVANCE 

DATA 



108 



CAPTURE 
NA VIGATION/CONTEXT 
DATA AND USER 
PREFERENCES 



408 
< 



410 



OBTAIN 
AUTOMATED 
RELEVANCE DATA 



12 



DETERMINE 
WHICH 
RESOURCES TO 
SEARCH 



414 



DETERMINE BEST 
DATA WITHIN EACH 
RESOURCE TO SEARCH 



SEARCH 
TERM 
QUERY 



112/114 



NAVIGATION/ 
PREFERENCES 



310 





rH 






RESOURCE 






RELEVANCE 






PROCESS 




314 


<> 




SEARCH 






UNIFICATION 






PROCESS 






Fig. 4 A. 



Title: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR A UNIFIED AND 

BLENDED SEARCH 
Inventors: Oliver Hurst-Hiller; et al. 

Express Mail No.: EL 974 022 405 US 
Docket No.: MSFT121739 



INDEX 



5/8 



416 




UNIFIED SEARCH 
CLIENT (CONT'D) 

no 



PERFORM 
SEARCH 



120/122 
d 



LOCAL/NON- 
LOCAL 
DATA 
RESOURCES 



420 



SEARCH 
RESULTS 



I 



422 



314 



BLEND 
SEARCH 
RESULTS 



424 



RESULT 
BLENDING 
PROCESS 



DISPLAY 
BLENDED 
RESULTS TO USER 




426 


CAP1 
US 
BEHA 


r URE 

ER 

WIOR 



LOCAL AUTO- 
RELEVANCE 
DATA 



118 



428 




Fig.4B. 



Title: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR A UNIFIED AND 

BLENDED SEARCH j 
Inventors: Oliver Hurst-Hiller; et al. 

Express Mail No.: EL 974 022 405 US , 
DocketNo.: MSFT12I739 




Title: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR A UNIFIED AND 

BLENDED SEARCH j 
Inventors: Oliver Hurst-Hi I ler; et al. 

Express Mail No.: EL 974 022 405 US 

Docket No.: MSFT121739 1 



7/8 




Title: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR A UNIFIED AND 

BLENDED SEARCH 
Inventors: Oliver Hurst-Hiller; et at. 

Express Mail No.: EL 974 022 405 US 
Docket No.: MSFTI2I739 




